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any of his lords ; in the archery contests, out of the ten
apples that are knocked down, he knocks down seven."
The anonymous merchant, after describing Isma'iTs doings
in Tabriz, adds " from the time of Nero to the present, I
doubt whether so bloodthirsty a tyrant has ever existed/*
yet adds a little further on that at Caesarea "he caused
proclamation to be made that everyone who brought pro-
visions for sale should be liberally paid, and "forbade his
men, under pain of death, to take even as much as a handful
of straw without paying for it, as it was a friendly city."
He further describes him as " amiable as a girl, left-handed
by nature, as lively as a fawn, and stronger than any of his
lords/' and says that " this Sophi is loved and reverenced
by his people as a god, and especially by his soldiers, many
of whom enter into battle without armour, expecting their
master Ismael to watch over them in the fight."

The closest historical parallel to the Safawi movement
is, I think, afforded by the propaganda in favour of the
'Abbdsids carried on by Abii Muslim in Persia
with so Sreat a success in the first half of the <
eighth century of our era. Both were consciously

*

religious and only unconsciously, though none
the less truly, racial ; the chief difference was that the later
jmoygnient had to confront in the person of the Ottoman
Sultdn Salfm a far more energetic and formidable antagonist
than the earlier in the Umayyad Caliph Marwdn, and hence
its more limited success; for while the 'Abbasid cause
triumphed throughout almost the whole of the Eastern
lands of Islam, the Safawf triumph was limited to Persia,

tJlough without doubt at one time it threatened

Persian quarrel   Turkey as well.  Fear is the great incentive to

became so

embittered at     cruelty, and it was chiefly fear which caused

Sultdn Salfm to massacre in cold blood some

forty thousand of his Shf'a subjects.  Fear, however, was not

the only motive of this ferocity ; with it were mingled anger